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AFRICAN CATEGORY 
 

FIRST PRIZE 
 

approaching curfew 
quickened steps shuffle 
past padlocked shops 

 
Mercy Ikuri (Kenya) 

 
In the post pandemic, curfews and state of emergencies have become both necessary, and in some 
countries a new normal. The panic shopping and stocking up of essentials by families as they prepare 
to shut themselves in for what could be two weeks or in some countries months of simply staying 
indoors, watching the news, playing video games... The gentle reminder that one is not allowed to go 
out; only the pets are. The virus has not only changed the world but has shown that humans can 
corporate for a global cure. 
 
The phrase of the haiku is both revealing as those who fail to stock up now have to walk past 
padlocked shops as a curfew hangs in the air. The question is when will life return to normal? Maybe 
more curfews will take the virus away, maybe not... We might all have to come out with the power of 
our wills and face this thing! An excellent haiku opens the door through its aha moment to deeper and 
deeper thinking and this one does just that! 

 
                                                                                                                   Emmanuel Jessie Kalusian 
                                                                                                                                       August 2020 

 
 

SECOND PRIZE 
 

sacred river... 
worshippers fill their bottles 

with goddess's blessings 
 

Anthony Itopa Obaro (Nigeria) 
 
 

THIRD PRIZE 
 

midday drizzle ─ 
a loneliness overgrown 

with green moss 
 

Precious Oboh (Nigeria) 
 
 



 
 

HONOURABLE MENTION 
 

varsity strike — 
only the chirp of birds 

in the campus 
 

Ugwu Erochukwu Shedrach (Nigeria) 
 

 
 

NON-AFRICAN CATEGORY 
 

 
FIRST PRIZE 

 
Mara river ... 

the approaching thunder 
of hooves 

 
Mohammad Azim Khan (Pakistan) 

 
The Mara River is a river in Narok County (Kenya) and Mara Region (Tanzania) and lies across the 
migration path of ungulates in the Maasai Mara/Serengeti game reserves. This is the place where one 
of the earth’s most remarkable wildlife event occurs each year, culminating at a river crossing where 
nature grimly decides what beast will survive to graze another season. Dubbed “The Great Migration”, 
wildebeests crossing to the other side of the river has been a matter of life and death. They brace the 
danger of lurking crocodiles in their attempt to cross to the other side where greener grasses await 
them. For the wildebeest, getting to the other side unscathed is like an inevitable gamble with death. 
Carcasses of those which didn’t make it litter Mara’s banks, as vultures feast on what the crocodiles 
deserted. 
 
Khan's haiku catches my attention due to its connection with one of the most remarkable wildlife 
event in Africa which takes place each year, drawing people from all walks of life to witness this 
lifetime event. In his haiku, he beautifully represents the migrating creatures as “hooves” with their 
thumping rushing sound culminating as “thunder”. The scene is tense, anticipating what might happen 
at the river bank. This remarkable journey told in the brevity of a three-line haiku is truly engaging and 
thus deserves a winning spot! The haijin not only brings this migratory event to our attention but also 
demonstrates haiku as a genre for telling true nature stories of the wild. 
 

Adjei Agyei-Baah 
August 2020 

 
 

1. Wikipedia. (n.d.). Mara River  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mara_River 

2. Atlas Obscura. (n.d.). Mara River Crossing 

https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/mara-river-crossing 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mara_River
https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/mara-river-crossing


 
 

SECOND PRIZE 
 

soundless night − 
an owl on a chilled branch 

following shadows 
 

Andrija Osman (Croatia) 
 
 

THIRD PLACE 
 

midday heat ... 
village cattle flicking 

their tails out of synch 
 

Sandra Simpson (New Zealand) 
 
 

HONOURABLE MENTION 
(In no particular order) 

 
Saharan horned viper 
waiting in the dune – 
hidden devil’s eyes 

 
Tomislav Maretić (Croatia) 

 
 

sunken sun 
old baobabs 

still lit 
 

Saumya Bansal (India) 
 

sundown 
flamingo hues washed 

over the lake 
 

Mona Iordan (Romania) 
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Number of entries 201 from 55 countries 

African Category  

1st Prize Mercy Ikuri (Kenya) 

2nd Prize Anthony Itopa Obaro (Nigeria) 

3rd Prize Precious Oboh (Nigeria) 

Honorable Mention Ugwu Erochukwu Shedrach (Nigeria) 

Non -African Category  

1st Prize Mohammad Azim Khan (Pakistan) 

2nd Prize Andrija Osman (Croatia) 

3rd Prize Sandra Simpson (New Zealand) 

Honorable Mention  Tomislav Maretić (Croatia)) 

Honorable Mention  Saumya Bansal (India) 

Honorable Mention  Mona Lordan (Romania) 


